The conference SOLAR '05 is the eighth in this very successful series organized by the Chairman Professor Sabry Abdel-Mottaleb, accompanied now for the fifth time by the international workshop on environmental photochemistry Enpho '05. The large and continuing interest of the scientific community for this conference is documented by the attendance of 203 participants (69 from Egypt) from 32 countries. The program contained 63 lectures and 90 posters.
The opening ceremony of the Conference was attended by Prof. Dr. Ali Al-Abd, the Vice President for research and higher studies of Ain Shams University (Cairo) and the president of the steering committee of the Photoenergy Center, an Institute founded by Prof. Abdel-Mottaleb.
The Conference then started with four plenary lectures (40 minutes), in a joint session with the 1st Conference on Nanotechnology, which was held simultaneously at the same location, the Pyramisa Hotel. The lectures and their titles were: K. Müllen (Mainz, Germany) The fact that the new Nano-Tech Conference was being held simultaneously in the same location, can offer for the attendees of both meetings the unparalleled opportunity to "look over the fence" and extend their scientific interest with new vistas, even further than was already offered by the joint starting session of both Conferences. For a full list of the speakers at the Conference on Nanotechnology, www.nanoinsight.net may be visited.
The social program of the SOLAR '05/Enpho '05 consisted of two excursions for all participants and the Conference Banquet. On the Monday afternoon, a visit was organized to Karnak, the Temple of Amun. Even for those who had visited Karnak before, the vast size and artistic excellence of the ancient temples, constructed mainly during the New Kingdom (1550-1075 BC), exerted an unforgettable impression. The last day of the meeting (Friday) was reserved for a full-day excursion to the west bank: the Memnon Colossi, the famous mortuary temple Deir el-Bahri of the female pharao Hatsheput (1503 -1482 , of a surprisingly modern architecture, and the Valley of the Kings, where the pharaos of the New Kingdom, such as Tutankhamun (1333-1323 BC), Seti I (1289-1279 BC) and Ramses II (1279-1212 BC) have been entombed. The excursion was concluded with a visit to the huge temple Medinet Habu, constructed for Ramses III (1184-1153 BC). Besides the impact of the historic importance and architectonic excellence of the temples and tombs, the scenery on the west bank of the Nile, opposite to Luxor, is of impressing beauty. In addition to the excursions for all participants, an extensive program was organized for the accompanying persons, with visits to the museum and bazars in Luxor and the temple of Dendera.
The Conference Banquet, an Oriental Evening, was held on the Wednesday in the Khan El-Khalili Hall of the Pyramisa Hotel. The excellent selection from the Egyptian cuisine was further enlivened by a Nubian folklore program, including a sufi dancer. This program was followed by the performance of a belly-dancer, who induced many participants to show their mastery of this kind of dynamic art.
An important number of participants extended their exposure to Egypt by taking part in the postconference excursion to Aswan, with visits to the temples of Edfu, Esna and Kom-Ombo on the way.
In conclusion, I am sure to speak in the name of all attendees when I congratulate Prof. Sabry AbdelMottaleb and his staff with a highly successful and enjoyable SOLAR '05/Enpho '05 and we all look forward to the following meeting in this series.
